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REMARKS 


OF 


HON. MR. TRUMAN, 


OF THE 247m DISTRICT, 


ON THE BOUNTY RE-ENLISTMENT BILL, 
In Senate, March 19, 1868. 


(REPORTED FOR THE ALBANY EVENING JOURNAL. ) 


Mr. TRUMAN said: 

Mr. Cuarrman: We might as well meet this question right here. 
There won’t be any better time. We have had it thrust upon us time 
and again during the session, that the democrats have sent the most 
men to the war from this state... The fact is, it ain’t so, and I have got 
the figures to show it [swinging.a package of papers over his head, 
and bringing the bundle down, his knuckles hitting the desk with 
an emphasis that commanded the attention of the Senate]. You 
take, Mr. Chairman, the counties of New York, and Kings, and Erie— 
and all of them were heard from last fall when the polls were closed 
and the votes counted—and New York is short of her quota 18,500, and 
Erie is short, and Kings over a thousand behind hand.* Now, let us 


* Extract from the Statistics of the Draft, she? the cea § Volunteers furnished over the 
quota, and number of Volunteers still to be furnished to complete the quota: 
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see what was the democratic majority in New York last fall. God 
knows there was no falling off in that. 

Mr. CONNOLLY: (In his seat) Thirty odd thousand. 

Mr. TRUMAN: No doubt of it. There was no falling off there, 
while in Monroe, Niagara, Orleans, Yates, Wayne, and other counties, 
that had sent over their quota, there was a falling off in the republican- 
union vote That tells the story. I’m for evening up this thing. Let 
the counties that have not furnished their quotas come up to the mark, 
and fill up the ranks in the field, even if it does diminish the poll list 
for the present time. A draft will be the fair way to equalize the mat- 
ter. Then, if it, be true that the republican and union men are behind 
hand, as is claimed by those who have not examined the figures, and 
the Adjutant-General’s returns, they will have to go, and go they ought 
to. I don’t care a row of pins where it hits. [Laughter.] But, Mr. 
Chairman, I have no fear on that score. I am willing to take the 
chances onthat. The draft will make all these things equal, every time. 

But, Mr. Chairman, all intelligent men know better. They know the 
Union men are far ahead in their representation in the army. Figures 
won’t lie, [and the senator again brought his fist and the package of 
papers to the desk with a thump.J Why, Mr. Chairman, last fall, 
wherever you found, on the corners, or in the streets, or in the bar- 
rooms, or at a democratic meeting, a lot of lazy, lounging, whelps, 
[roars of laughter] they were hurrahing for Seymour and the democratic 
ticket, and going that ticket because there would be no draft if it was 
elected, as they and their speakers said. Why, sir, in my district you 
may take a democratic town and a republican town, laying side by side, 
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in the same county, and in the latter there is hardly a young man left 
—the towns are nearly depopulated of that class— while in the former, 
nearly every lounging son of them is hanging ’round home. Nor is 
that all. It holds good in election districts, laying side by side. No 
wonder the Union vote falls off, and the democratic vote, in the demo- 
cratic districts, is about as usual. I know what I am talking about. 
There is no dodging it. I know my own county and district well, and 
I am somewhat acquainted in the southern tier; and what I say is the 
truth, and can’t be contradicted. 

In my own county (Tioga), we are twenty-four short of our quota, 
and in oné single democratic election district in the town of Tioga, they 
are thirty-seven short of their quota. That tells the story, Mr. Chair- 
man. [Takes off his spectacles.] There are men in that town, who, 
call themselves good democrats, too, who said they would resist a 
draft, square up, every time, [and he brought down his package of 
papers again with a whack, his long hair falling over his forehead,] and 
if I was home, I could show you the men. In our section, Mr. Chair- 
man, wherever you find a democratic hole, (there are honorable excep- 
tions; all democrats are not like the senator from the Third, Mr. 
Murruy, who proves himself to be a lover of his country and the 
Union,) as a general thing, the leaders are against the war and against 
the government. The brawlers, and miserable, worthless, drinking 
devils, oppose everything the government. has done and is doing, to 
crush the rebellion. They have done it from first to last. I have been 
in the senate too long, Mr. Chairman, not to know their dodges and 
quibblings on this war question. 

At first they were afraid to provide arms for the militia of our own 
state, and why? Because they were dreadful ’fraid it would irritate 
the South. And all this time, under Buchanan’s administration, they 
were stealing all they could lay their hands on, and if we hadn’t got 
our eyes open when we did, they would have stole us, too. [Renewed 
laughter, as the senator’s fist again thumped the desk, with his head in 
close proximity to it.] Then, Mr. Chairman, when the call was made 
for the first 75,000 troops, they declared the act to be unconstitutional, 
although the government was on the very brink of ruin, and asked 
where the President found his authority for raising an army to defend 
the Capital, and put down the rebels. In July, 1861, they called 
peace meetings, and discouraged enlistments. Yes, sir, they called peace 
meetings; and, in God’s name, how can men claim to be in favor of the 
government, when they are throwing everything in the way of carrying 
on the war, and opposing, or ridiculing, or shirking, the means employed 
for carrying it on. 
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But, Mr. Chairman, let me tell you, the leaders were silenced when 
the people rose up, almost unanimously, after the firing on Sumter. 
They went into their holes pretty considerable quick [roars of laughter] 
when the people joined hands then. But they came out agam. Every 
move the government makes to help itself and injure the rebels, they 
come out; they skulk from their hiding places like the gopher of 
the west; they sneak out occasionally, do all the injury they can, by 
erying down everything the government undertakes, and when the 
people, the Union men, I mean, stand up together, they sneak in. 
The copperheads are crawling in again now. Brady, Dickinson, Van 
Buren, Governor Wright, of Indiana, and others, are after them, and 
with their help we expect to hole them this time [renewed laughter | 
for good, and keep them there till the war’s over. They can have a 
good time discussing arbitrary arrests and conscription, all by them- 
selves. [Roars of laughter and applause. | 

It was so at the commencement of the war, it has been so ever since. 
It is so with the conscription act. They are against it, as they have 
been against everything else; but the people come up to it, believe it 
necessary, and these fault-finders give way. There is not so much 
opposition to it as there was a few weeks ago. ‘They are against 
the emancipation proclamation of the President, but not so much so 
now as they were two months ago, nor as much as they were a month 
ago, and why? Why is it? Because they find the people stand by 
the government, and the leaders, sneakers, and growlers, are power- 
less. They’re the cunningest scamps in creation, as well as the noisiest. 
They’ve got a taste of the pap, and they tug and squeal [shouts of 
laughter] to retain it. They said the proclamation would not amount 
to anything. Well, in God’s name, if it won’t amount to anything, 
why oppose? If it don’t do any good, what harm can it do? I don’t 
care whether slavery lives or dies, if the government is secured, and its 
blessings and benefits. perpetuated. That’s what I’m after, every time. 

Mr. PRUYN: How about the abolitionists? | 

Mr. TRUMAN: They, like the democracy, go for free speech; but, 
unlike some of the democracy, you never heard of one joining the 
rebel army. 

Mr. Chairman, the difference between me and the democrats is this: 
I think a white man is as good as a nigger, every bit, and they don’t. 
[Roars of laughter.] They think more of the nigger than they do of 
a white man. They hold. him sacred, and don’t want him to be shot 
at; they don’t want him to take a hand in this fight on our side. ’m 
willing he should. I go for using him, wherever he can be useful, 
whether in digging ditches or handling the gun, or in any other way. 
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I had rather they be put up as a target to be shot at, than a son or 
son-in-law of mine, They don’t want him to dig, and haul, and cook, 
or tend horses, but they insist that our poor white soldiers shall do all 
this drudgery, and fight in the bargain. I’m for using the niggers in 
any way they can be used. I don’t think they are any better than 
white people. 

But, Mr. Chairman, to come right down to the brass of it, I’m for 
evening this thing up, every time, and make these noisy, brawling, se- 
cession, copperhead whelps, leave the country, join the army, or pay 
their money to carry on the war. [Renewed laughter, as the senator 
brought the papers and his head to the table again.] The draft will 
make square work of it, and no dodging. The fact is, wherever you 
find a sympathizer with secession, rebellion, rum and the devil, [roars 
of laughter, the chairman enforcing order, | you will find one who claims 
to be a democrat, and who voted the democratic ticket. The whole 
brood are democrats, and all voted for Seymour. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I don’t mean to be misunderstood. I am op- 
posed to those who are opposed to the government, whether here or 
elsewhere, and I stand by those who stand by the government, wher- 
ever found, every time. The course of some of the democratic papers, 
and the resolutions of democratic conventions in some of the states, 
don’t look much like standing up for the country. Why, we have a 
paper here, almost within sight of the capitol, that opposes every act 
of the government, in season and out of season; and the resolutions of 
the democrats in Connecticut are of the same stripe. 

I go, Mr. Chairman, for bountiés to volunteers, and a liberal allow- 
ance to their families. I always have, at home and everywhere. The 
men deserve it; their families need it. In my own town we agreed to 
pay four dollars a month to each family whose natural protector has 
gone to the war. The copperheads were in their holes then. We pay 
the money now, and will continue to, if I can have my way. But at 
the last election the same old gophers showed their heads, and made the 
issue on account of high taxes, even while the four dollars a month was 
going to the wives and children of those in the army, and, I am ashamed 
to say it, they got enough of the picayune tax-payers to go with them, 
on that issue, and elected their candidate for supervisor. These are the 
chaps, Mr. Chairman, that I want to reach; they are in almost every 
school district, and the draft will do it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of bounties to volunteers, and I 
go for the largest amount to those who have been off, have lived through 
it, and will go again; and I go for bounties to those who are drafted, 
if it comes to that. Their families will need the money; their children 
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will need it. It will be mighty hard to take the man from his depend- 
ent wife and children. Such a man can’t volunteer, and the benefit will 
be great to those who are left behind. If there is any one on earth 
who will need the money, it is this class; and if the copperheads don’t 
run, and are drafted, I am willing they share in the bounty. I don’t 
care how much it costs. Jam for sustaining the government in putting 
down the rebellion, at any and every cost. I never have dodged the 
cost, and I never will, and Pll go as far as the next man in the circle on 
the bounty and provision for the family. But, I don’t want the sneak- 
ing whelps to stay at home, discourage enlistments, hold back supplies 
to the volunteers’ families, and—do the voting. 

[The senator took his seat amidst a storm of applause and laughter. | 

The bill passed the Senate 


